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Coos Forest Protective Association
Centennial Celebration

Itis truly an honor to serve as the District Manager during the centennial of the Coos
Forest Protective Association. | have had the pleasure of working in this capacity for the
past eight years, and have been connected to CFPA for over two decades. | have worked
for fire protection associations for 35 years, roughly 70 percent of my life. The passion and
commitment that | feel that, like many successful organizations, the secret to success
revolves around three things: PEOPLE and the relationships we share; PASSION for the
protection we provide; and fulfilling the MISSION of serving all our landowners within the
district.

CFPA was established in 1910 by a group of landowners with one common goal; protect
their resources from ever-occurring destructive fires. Obviously, fighting fires 100 years ago
was quite a bit different than today. In the early days, lookouts were tasked to not only spot
the fires, but would leave their posts, hike for miles over rough terrain, and ultimately put the
fire out. Very different from today, but the MISSION has remained the same, save the
resources by putting the fire out as small as possible.

The ability to diversify and meet the challenges that were presented, is a testament to the
people who have served CFPA over the past
resource protection has manifested into a team approach from the representing Board of
Directors to the employees on the ground assisting with the fire suppression needs.

Countless employees have worked for CFPA. The success of this Association has been
and will continue to be the men and women who have scratched the soil with shovels and
hoes and have managed the operations and procedures. Many of these people have spent
their entire careers sporting the CFPA patch and state fire warden badge. Their commit-
ment and passion has helped mold CFPA into the strong Association that it is today. They
have embodied the true spirit of teamwork, leadership and commitment to fulfilling the
MISSION. Without a doubt, it is the PEOPLE with the PASSION that makes me and this
Association proud to celebrate 100 years of fire protection.

For everyone who has come before me, thank you very much for your commitment to the
Association. For those currently working for CFPA, | look forward to the many new chal-
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Keepbem small

Michael E. Robison
District Manager
Coos Forest Protective Association
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2010 Board of Directors
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Officers
President Jim Carr Menasha Forest Products Corporation
Vice President Jeff Miller Moore Mill & Lumber Company
Secretary-Treasurer  John Bagoy Coos Forest Protective Association
ghghgh

Directors

Boyd Arnot Al Peirce Company

Jim Carr Menasha Forest Products Corporation

Virgil Frazier South Coast Lumber Company

Jake Gibbs Lone Rock Timber Company

Jeff Miller Moore Mill & Lumber Company

Doug Soules Weyerhaeuser Company

Mark Wall Roseburg Resources Company

Charlie Waterman Grazing Industry

Steve Wickham Plum Creek Timberlands LP

2010 Advisory Members
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Advisors

Mike Dykzeul Oregon Forest Industries Council

M J Harvie United States Forest Service

Mark Johnson Bureau of Land Management

Dan Shults Oregon Department of Forestry



Membership List
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Member

Al Peirce Company

Blanco, Inc

BLM

Charlie and Sharon Waterman Trust
Coos BaydNorth Bend Water Board
Coos County

Coquille Tribal Lands

Crook Timberlands, LLC
Douglas County Lands

G-3 Ranches #1

G-3 Ranches #2

Hildebrand Ranches, LLC

Lone Rock Timber Company
Lowell Family Trust

McKenzie Livestock, LLC
Menasha Forest Products

Moore Mill & Lumber Company
Morrill and Sons, LP

Plum Creek Timberlands, LLC
River Bend Resources Company

Roseburg Resources Company, Smith River
Roseburg Resources Company, Umpqua

Seneca Timber Company
South Coast Lumber Company
Weyerhaeuser Company

Acreage
13697.29

446.90
246910.00
513.56
3085.15
16306.48
6553.00
8427.53
3706.47
319.95
786.63
267.48
26860.31
80.00
340.00
118238.80
43568.97
1528.70
176367.87
21401.83
60716.04
15603.41
4054.82
97079.06
155449.68
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The Creation of
Coos County Fire Patrol

Coos County Timber Visionaries
Mr. A.E. [Gus] Adelsperger Mr. W.J. Conrad

Two men with a vision, both lumber experts, both accounting experts, and both business
men, employed a way to save money for all timber owners in Coos County by creating a fire
prevention association.

The idea was for the timber owners to pay a tax to the Coos County Tax Association and
those taxes would go to a fund used to offset costs of forest fires on all lands combined, cre-
ating a membership. This would lower the cost for each timber owner as the full cost of the
fire would not be suffered entirely by the timber owner with the fire, but rather by all mem-
bers of the association.

As land and timber owners themselves, the very large losses caused from forest fires had
become an expensive acceptance with timber owners. Timber companies were at the mercy
of the weather, the landscape, and the lack of resources. Limited trails and roads, little to no
telephonic communications, not enough manpower, combined with enormity of the timber,
caused fires to grow turning to mass destruction of timber. These timber companies, many
times, had to stand back and wait for the rains to put these huge fires out. This resulted in
reduction of production, lost income, fatalities, exhaustion, and on some occasions loss of
an entire forested area.

On a buying trip to Minnesota, Mr. Adelsperger and Mr. Conrad witnessed first hand an
organized tax group using taxes collected to offset the cost of forest fires, thus protecting
timber, which greatly minimized the destruction of timber and eased up the work load for
employees, thereby allowing for increased production. This in turn reduced losses for timber
owners and had became a very successful program.

They brought this idea to the attention of the timber owners of Coos County. The compa-
nies all agreed that this would probably work and put their plan in motion. With an arrange-
ment to pay into a fund one cent per acre owned, the money could be used to battle blazes,
improve communications, and have a full staff dedicated entirely for fire fighting.

Laying the Foundation 8



Armed with cost figures, a workable plan, the backing of the landowners,
and Mr. Adelsperger and Mr. Conrad to manage the funds, the by-laws, and
the budget, they gathered a group of representatives and headed to Portland
Oregon to have this association approved.

On April 9, 19107 Coos County Fire Patrol Association was organized and
named as such.

9 Laying the Foundation



The Organization of Coos County Fire Patrol Association

At the start of this Association, an assessment of .005 cents per acre was agreed
upon by the timber owners of Coos County. The boundaries of Coos County Fire
Patrol Association encompassed just a small western portion of Douglas County and all of
Coos County. There were 26 timber owners in the assessment rolls. The fund was used to
employ the staff of Coos County Fire Patrol for the sole purpose of combating forest fires.

To effectively battle the forest fires, it became apparent that trails, communications,
fire fighting equipment, man power, viewing towers, warden cabins, as well as
public awareness were in great need. With the aftermath of very large fires in Montana
and Idaho that occurred in 1910 and destroyed over 1,250,000 acres of timber, the
Coos County timber owners came to the decision of keeping the Forest Patrol and
funding it themselves. Evidence was growing as to the effectiveness of this fire fighting
association and their ability to provide protection, thus allowing the timber owners to
concentrate on their business 1 logging.

The city, and all the communities around Coos Bay were involved with the Association.
Men were hired from all over Coos County with the intention of the men residing in the ar-
eas that they were charged with patrolling. This was done with the reasoning that re-
sponse would be quicker from various locations throughout Coos County rather then all
personnel being in one locale. The men would also be familiar with the locale they live
within and have a relationship with the public, if the need arose for the dispatching of the
public to assist in fire fighting.

The term AFire Seasond0 had become a phrase that
owners of prominent danger to rising temperatures and lack of precipitation. Generally,
fire season would be put into place on July 15th and run a course of several months, usu-
ally ending between September 10" and the 15". During the hot, dry periods, as much as
20 to 30 men were employed as fire fighters. When deployed to a fire, Coos County Fire
Patrol employees along with loggers, timber owners, ranchers, and city folk would fight the
fires for 16-20 hrs a day, and for periods as long as 40 days with no time off. In retrospect,
time off could not be granted due to the enormity of the fires and the damages that would
occur. With minimal resources available, fire fighters had to push hard to encapsulate a
fire and control the damage to timber.

During quiet periods of very little or no fire activity, Coos County Fire Patrol men would
be cutting trails to improve access to timber lands and building telephone lines. These
lines were put in place and owned by the Association, used by ranchers, loggers, timber
owners and Association personnel for the reporting of forest fires. Ranches were permitted
to use these telephones lines for free with the condition that they reported fires to Coos
County Fire Patrol when a fire was spotted. This system proved to be effective, and contin-
ued for many years.

Laying the Foundation 10



Coos County Fire Patrol Association Office, Rm 200 and Coos County Tax Association,
Rm 201 & 202 Offices were in this J.S. Coke Building [second building on the right]

Coos County Fire Patrol Association used this warehouse on Fourth Street
for the storage of fire equipment, trail tools, and telephone line supplies

11 Laying the Foundation



1910 Events

w W W W W W W W W W W

Coos County Fire Patrol By-Laws created in May 1910
Coos County Fire Patrol Constitution created in April 1910

Fire Season begins on July 15

Membership was 26 Timber Owners
A number of very small fires, with no timber damage
One 20-acre fire, on western Douglas County lands
Assessment is one cent per acre owned

Protected acres are 448,775

Assessment collected in Coos County is $15,461,795

Prevention program is instituted with school campaigns and mailing of literature

It is noted that the largest cause of forest fires is campfires by hunters and ranchers

PATROL ASSOCIATION

Association

¢ Duilding, Marshlicld, Ore

Take Steps to Protect
' Your Lands From Fire

A amall expendilnre coch yos

WRITE THE €003 COUNTY FIRE

Coos County Fire Patrol

An ad placed in Marshfield Sun

ioOowing to

t he

damage

HELP PROTECT

THE TIMBER

by Joining the

CO0S COUNTY FIRE
PATROL ASSOCIATION

B Address: 200 Coke Building, Marshfield, Oregon

[ J

An ad placed in the Coquille Sentinel

whi ch

mi ght

occur

by hunters, ranchers, and others who go out into the woods to see that all fires
are put out before leaving them, as more destructive fires are reported from this

source
A.E. Adelsperger

Coos County Fire Patrol
Unknown Newspaper
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AEveryone should bear in m
conserving our forests, as they are without question

our greatest asset and should they be destroyed

this community would suffer a loss from which it
would be hard to recover. o

the necessity

1910
Board of Directors

U A.W. Rees
A.E. Adelsperger U E.H Cheney
Coos County Fire Patrol U L.J. Simpson
Board of Directors U A.H. Powers
Unknown Newspaper U A.E. Adels

.E. perger

Quote 1910 U George Finley

President

U A.W. Rees

U G.W. Finley

Secretary

U A.E. Adelsperger

U W.J. Conrad
1910 Changes
§ Mr. Rees resigned as Association President for inability to District Warden
attend meetings
§ Coos County Fire Patrol office located in 200 Room of Coke
Building U A.E. Crouch
§ Forested land in Coos County becomes very popular, sales
of lands with timber increases dramatically
§ The installation of telephone lines has begun, and is owned
by the Coos County Fire Patrol Association
§ Coos County Fire Patrol was given use of C.A. Smith Log-
ging telephone system
§ The sixteen wardens are given police power

ybybybybybybHybybHybybybybybybyYybBybBybybybybybybybBybyYybyYybBYLBYDHL
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American Lumberman June 7, 1910 :
fiCoos Bay Region Fores$
zationso :
[ as taken from newspaper article ]

The timber owners of Coos Bay Region are
working together closely in an associated
effort to prevent the destruction of the for-
ests by fire and is also looking after the
matter of taxes on timber lands.

The Coos County Tax Association Is cop-
led after a similar organization in Minne-
sota and Wisconsin. The Coos County Tax
Association is managed by President A.E.
Adelsperger and Secretary W.L. Conrad.

The Coos County Fire Patrol Association
which did very effective work in preventing
injury to timber from forest fires, is getting
in better shape than ever before.,

Coos County Fire Patrol Association has
26 members on fts Tax Levy Records in
1910. The largest timber owners on the
levy are:
Oregon and California Railroad Com-
pany with 121,000 acres, Southern Ore-
gon Company with 81,938 acres, C.A.
Smith Timber Company with 80,422
acres, Weyerhaeuser Land Company
with 27,905, Simpson Lumber Com-
pany with 26,652 acres, Menasha
Woodenware Company with 22,528
acres, Pillsbury Lumber Company with
21,440 acres.

It should be noted that the Coos County
Fire Patrol Association, and the Coos
County Tax Association are two separate
Associations. The Fire Patrol is funded
through the Tax Association.

Destruction From Fire

Laying the Foundation 14



Oregonian December 7, 1911
AID OF ALL ASKED TO SHIELD
TIMBER

[ as taken from newspaper article ]

nAWest of the Rocky Mountai ns
have a priceless treasure. In that

area there are 800,000,000,000

feet of timber, amounting to 50 per

cent of the total standing timber in

the United States. o said Mr.
AThis will be sufficient to
demands for the next 100 years at

the present rate of cutting. Fully 80

percent of the revenue from this

resource remains in the several

states for [abor and costé. ¢

AThe Paci fic Northwest has ¢
cause for felicitation as a result of

the earnest, hearty, co-operation by

the Government, State, Forest Fire

Associations, and Railroads in safe-

guarding timber resources by pro-

viding protection from fores
Mr. Long stated.

This was a conference in Portland
for the purpose of protecting all the
Northwest from Forest Fires. This
led to major changes within a five
state region in implementing plans
fo minimize fire damage to timber.

‘ . I |
Destruction From Fire
15 Laying the Foundation



News and Events

1911

X

X X

X X

X X

State of Oregon enacts State Laws with heavy penalties for those that violate the fire
laws

Coos County Fire Patrol institutes cash prizes of $50.00 for essay contests

Ranchers and loggers are given free use of telephone line in return for the reporting of
forest fires

Board of Forestry created, Francis A. Elliott was elected first State Forester

Large amount of destroyed timber in Douglas County given there is no protection
association in that area

Coos residents are beginning to show interest in the work of the Association
Newspapers are used as a prevention tool

1912

X

X
X
X

With the creation of Douglas County Fire Patrol, timber owners that have interests
in both counties are now much more protected

No fires in Coos County Fire Patrol boundaries

Coos County Fire Patrol boundaries changed to only include lands in Coos County
Assessments were 1 cent per acre

1913

X

Oregon enacts a law that all timber landowners will provide an efficient and adequate
fire patrol of their lands

Coos County Patrol raises assessment values to 2 cents per acre, deemed necessary
in order to reduce the fire hazards

The new fire patrol law went into effect increasing membership from 41 to 209
members, and from 272,821 acres to 383,392 acres

Noted that newspaper campaigns are beginning to have an effect on prevention from
fire

An agreement between US Forest Service and Coos County Fire Patrol to assist each
other in patrolling of lands

Suggested that cabins be built in locales of the wardens and lookouts for prompt
reporting of fires

Suggested that a full time logging inspector be hired for the inspections of logging
companies moving inland to the heart of the district, which will undoubtedly increase
the fire hazard

Laying the Foundation 16



ilt is gratifying _t note the increased
interest being taken in this work by the G

local residents. Heretofore we have
been greatly handicapped by the
carelessness of people who appar-
ently did not realize the seriousness of
forest fires. Owing to the publicity
campaigns which have been carried
on in the newspapers and mailing of
literature, we find a different feeling
now exists among a majority of the
residents and that we can rely upon
their assistance i

A.E. [Gus] Adelsperger

CCFPA Secretary Telephone Line Installation Training
1911 Annual Report

AThis Aannual 06 report i
sarily very brief, in view of the
fact that there are no fires to
report, which is, of course, very
gratifying to our members. |
trust we will meet with as good
success during the coming
season. We have now per-
fected a very efficient organi-
zation. o

A.E. [Gus] Adelsperger
CCFPA Secretary
1912 Annual Report

Building Trall

il would also suggest that during the coming vy

the work of building additional trails, burning fire traps and

erecting telephone lines be continued. In order to attain the

greatest efficiency in our work, This is absolutely essential,

as with out trails, telephonic communication and the elimi-

nation of the fire trap menace. We cannot expect to secure

quick and satisfactory results in the event of a general con-

fl agration. o

A.E. Crouch
CCFPA Chief Fire Warden
1913 Annual Report
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News Print

A Under the present asses:

A large Western Forestry and Conservation ment timber is taxed at its actual
Association conference to gather Dec 4 and 5. market value while town lots are
AThe general object of t h@ASEsEGaFoeUufosegpasterji s t he e x -
change of experience and suggestions in the practi- of their market value. Conal-
cal work of fire fighting and patrol and to develop tions would seem to show that
some systematic and constant cooperation between the large timber holdings had

private, State and Feder albeangischngnatedsagainstand
Aour allied associations ERerswmal pabpfideérstdaedrgdy

already spent hundreds of thousands of dollars per nsSome timber owned by [ ar:¢
year in this work, but we want to utilize every means companies was assessed at a
to make it more effective and to enlist further help higher value than the timber

from the | umber men and t hehelgysmalemgersinadoin-

i ng sections of equal valu
A.L. Flewelling of SpokanedPresident
Western Forestry and Conservation Association W.J. Conrad

Coos Bay Times 1911 CCFPA Secretary
Coquille Sentinel 1911

Attention of Government Forest Department
Employees has been attracted by the plan
adopted by W.J. Conrad, secretary of Coos
County Fire Patrol Association to interest the
school children of this county in the matter of
Fire Protection. Mr. Conrad launched a plan of
offering cash prizes for the best essays written
on the subject of Forest Fire Protection. Mr.
Conrad has received a letter from the supervisor

AThere has been [/ ess [ o0oss |
from fires within the jurisdiction of this

association than in the territory of any

other fire fighting organization in

the state. o

of The Trinity National Forest in California ask- W.J. Conrad
ing for details of the plan with a view of carrying CC.IF.PA Secretary
out a similar plan in that locality. Coos Bay Times 1912

Coos Bay Times 1912

New Tax Assessment Law

With tax equalization as the major purpose of the reason for tax law change,
some vital reform has come into being. Water rights and water powers, culli-
vated and uncultivated lands, quality and similarity will be taken into consid-
eration for the purpose of assessment values. It is also stated that the tax
will now be collected from the County Treasurer rather than the Sherriff. All
assessment taxes will be paid by April 1, it abolishes the 3 cent rebate, and
lowers penalties. This new law also gives the County Assessor more power
in the assessment of lands.

Oregonian 1913
Coos Bay Times 1913
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Used between 1912-1930
Agreement Contract for protection of
lands within Coos County Fire Patrol

Offize of 1 ot of Fatty,

Dated 1914
Coos County boundary changes now include
Western Douglas County and Northern Curry County
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